
 

Math 100L: Lesson 2 

Appointment 1: Asking for Clarification; Decimals 

 

Read the following information to your Speaking Partner: 

Asking for Clarification (to make more understandable, 
clearer) 

Sometimes when speaking with someone in English, you 
hear a word or phrase that is new to you, and you are not 
sure what is being said. When this happens, you can ask for 
clarification (an explanation to make the material more 
understandable). Here are some phrases you can practice: 

 Excuse me, I didn’t understand that. 

 Sorry, I didn’t get that. 

 What did you say? 

 Would you mind repeating that? 

 Could you repeat that, please? 

 I’m not sure I understood what you said. 

 What? 

 What was that? 

 I’m not clear on that. 

 I’m not sure I know what that means. 

 

 

 

Flashcard 
Vocabulary 

 normal (adj)  

 obvious (adj)  

 aware (adj)  

 debate (n)  

 finally (adv)  

 to create (v)  

 couple (n)  

 sufficient (adj)  

 appropriately 
(adv)  

 mental (adj)  

 borrow (v)  

 symbol (n)  

 accurate (adj)  

 

Helpful 
Vocabulary 

 you guys  

 guy (n)  

 traditionalist 
thinker  

 nifty contraption  

 tough (adj)  

 universal (adj)  

 dash (n)  

 to invent (v)  

 caved in (v)  

 shortcut (n)  

 to remind (v)  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Discussion Questions 

1. Have you found yourself in situations where you didn’t understand what was being said?  
2. Do you understand the English spoken at the Pathway Gathering?  
3. Do you feel uncomfortable asking people to repeat what they have said?  
4. What phrases above are most comfortable for you to use?  
5. What phrases does your Speaking Partner use most often when asking for clarification?  

 

Decimal Practice 

This week you will learn how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals. It is important that you are 
able to follow the steps in English using the correct math terms. Have your Speaking Partner do the 
following problems out loud so you can learn the words “carry” and “borrow” when adding and 
subtracting. 

79.3 
+ 56.7 
938.5 
- 759.6 
 
Now it’s your turn. Do the following problems out loud, using the terms “carry” and “borrow.” 

64.7 
+ 67.3 
887.2 
- 669.3 

Pronunciation Practice 

Practice your numbers in English. 

 0.1 = one-tenth  

 0.2 = two-tenths  

 0.01 = one-hundredth  

 0.001 = one-thousandth  

 15.5 = fifteen and five-tenths  
How do you say the following decimal numbers? Say them two different ways. 

Example: 
34.8: “thirty-four point eight” OR “thirty-four and eight-tenths” 

Try: 

 9.05  

 328.09  

 814.3  

 1,745.2  

 8.003  



 

Appointment  2: Budgeting 

 

Today’s assignment is to discuss the following: Budgeting and Financial Independence. 

Read the following paragraph from “Guide to Family Finance” by Elder Marvin J. Ashton and then discuss 
the questions that follow. 

Money management is an important ingredient in proper personal welfare. Learning to live within our 
means should be a continuing process. We need to work constantly toward keeping ourselves free of 
financial difficulties. Money in the lives of Latter-day Saints should be used as a means of achieving 
eternal happiness. Careless and selfish uses cause us to live in financial bondage. God will open the 
windows of heaven to us in these matters if we will but live close to Him and keep His commandments. 

 

Discussion Questions 

 Describe the pictures to your Speaking Partner:  
 



 

 

 Do you like to buy new things?  

 What does it mean to “live within our means”?  

 How can we become “financially independent”? What does it mean to “live in financial bondage”?  

 How does creating a budget help us make better use of our money?  

 Have you had any experience using a budget? If yes, how did it work?  
 

Pronunciation Practice 

Reduction of “be going to” 
When using “be going to” speakers often pronounce “going to” as “gonna.” They reduce the sounds. 

Listen to your Speaking Partner say the following sentences from the video lecture, using the reduced 
pronunciation in the first three sentences and the full pronunciation in the fourth sentence. Then repeat 
the sentences. 

1. We’re gonna first talk about how to add them.  
2. Then, we’re gonna subtract them.  
3. Then, we’re gonna multiply them.  
4. Then, we’re going to divide them.  

Now, listen to your Speaking Partner say the following sentences using “gonna” rather than the written 
form. Then repeat the sentences several times. 

 We’re going to practice our math later this week.  

 My sister is going to come with us.  

 I’m going to study at the library.  

 They aren’t going to join me.  
The following sentences are from the video lecture: 

 We’re going to times this four through the whole problem.  

 The stronger one is going to win.  

 We’re going to pull it all the way down to negative ten.  

 We’re going to take twenty percent, which is point-two-zero.  

 


